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General

This was an excellent performance full of real enthusiasm performed in the traditional way.  It was clear the cast were really revelling in the sheer joy of performance and this transmitted itself to the audience who really appreciated their efforts.  This is really what amateur theatre is all about, people having fun and entertaining others.  A cast of mixed abilities, with some excellent singers, were well blended to produce a real feel good show with all the nuances and wit of Gilbert and Sullivan explored and used to the full.  The interplay between the Pirate King and General Stanley was excellent with both characters sparking off each other.
Players -Leading

Will Hawkes (Frederick) in the lead role has a good voice which was a little too high for the part but he managed to pull it off well.  He was clearly a little nervous when delivering dialogue as at times he stumbled over the lines.  However, this was a solid performance from someone with real talent and as his confidence grows, this will be reflected in future performances.
Claire Jones (Mabel) has a truly lovely voice and uses this undoubted talent well.  Confident and assured on stage she was obviously comfortable throughout making the character both believable and endearing.
Jenny Edwards (Ruth) gave a strong characterisation displaying good singing and acting skills.
John Walker (Pirate King) played the part brilliantly with great flamboyance and flair.  This is a great character part and needs someone to really attack it which he did and did well.  An excellent voice coupled with great acting skills made it a striking and memorable performance.
Giles Cordwell (Samuel) gave an excellent supporting role as the pirate second in command.  He is clearly relaxed on stage taking everything in his stride.
Bill Head-Rapson (Major-General Stanley) had a really meaty role which he clearly revelled in.  From his entry employing a real old mans walk to his rendition of “I am the very model of a modern major General” this was an excellent performance.  Given that he also had the role of Technical Co-ordinator he clearly put a lot into this production.
Geoffrey Cross (Sergeant of Police) led his men with authority, a deep voice which was needed and was used well.  I did feel he needed to show a little more confidence perhaps bordering on arrogance, at the start in order to show greater contrast when the group were showing fear.
Francesca Harding (Edith), Rebecca Rafferty (Kate) and Isobel Arnold (Isabel) as three of the many daughters of General Stanley were excellent, singing and acting well throughout.  Although these are relatively small parts they need to be credible to make the rest of the character interplay work and these ladies did this well.
Support

An excellent supporting cast, the scenes where the group of policemen appeared was particularly good showing an excellent balance between real comic effect and delivering the songs.
Director
Yvonne Cross’s direction was excellent making the most appropriate use of the space available including the area in front and sides of the stage.
Musical Director

Moira Budd, as musical director, led the quite sizable band who played well throughout.  The sound was well blended, smooth and balanced such that it helped give a real polished feel to the cast’s singing.

Stage Management

Given how small the stage space appeared and the number of performers, the stage management needed to be slick and it was.

Sound

This was excellent and clear especially given that the show took place in a church hall with less than perfect acoustics and the cast did not have the benefit of radio mic’s.  The lyrics were clear and carried to the whole room perhaps indicating the quality of the singers. 

Lighting

The lighting rig was used well throughout varying the time of day added to the atmosphere.

Set design

Basic set design relying on painted panels to underline the atmosphere.  This was both practical and appropriate to both the story and the venue, which is quite compact.

Props

Props were used well, including some slightly comical swords, these added to the overall effect and atmosphere of the show.
Costumes
The costumes were in period and accurate for the character making the characterisation much easier.
Programme

The programme was slightly unusual containing information about the play, the cast and the technical support but also having cartoons and information on pirates which would appeal the more youthful members of the audience.  This I feel underlines the groups desire to reach out to the wider community which they do very well.

Front of House
The members of an excellent front of house team were led by Gillian Glazier. They were friendly, welcoming attentive and informative.  Gillian made the opening announcements including the requirement not to take photos along with the need to turn off mobile phones and the evacuation procedure.  I always feel this not only signals that the show is about to begin but also shows concern to avoid the irritation of mobile phones ringing during the show.
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